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In our world of instant news and virtual con-
tact with the world around us, we stare into 
the dark penetrating eyes of unthinkable evil 
way too often. This constant contact with evil 
in its various forms and shades often can cal-
lous the soul, and dim one’s response to the 
suffering of innocent people. Often, we try to 
explain away evil by trying to make sense of it 
by exposing its origin in hatred fueled by dark 
religious ideas and concepts, or in reaction to 
injustice, prejudice, and racism. 
 
A few nights ago, news swept across the air-
ways and social media reporting another sense-
less attack on innocent people which had re-
cently struck places like Paris, London, and 
Barcelona. This time it appears the gunman 
who rained down death from the 32nd floor of 
the Mandalay Bay Hotel and Resort in Las 
Vegas appears to have no apparent motive 
other than a psychopathic, dark, premeditated 
desire to kill and maim innocent people down 
below singing and dancing along at a Jason 
Aldean concert.  As reports of this senseless 
killing began to spread, it appeared, once 
again, we stand in stunned silence in the face 
of evil. 
 
Trying to speak into the darkness around us, 
President Trump said, “It was an act of pure 
evil.” Regardless of what side of the aisle one 
stands, we all must agree on this stark assess-
ment. How does one maintain his or her faith 
and raise a family without fear in a world filled 
with so much unspeakable and senseless vio-
lence? 
 
Interestingly enough, Jesus actually has a great 
deal to say about that if one has ears to hear. 
As you remember Jesus was born in the sleepy 
little town of Bethlehem on a midnight clear as 
we often sing; but evil old King Herod when 
he heard of the birth of our Lord and subse-
quently ordered the slaughter of the innocent 
through along the dusty streets and byways 
that Jesus had first called home. In fact, God 
deployed His one and only Son into the world 
to attack sin and evil head on; face to face. 
God knew laws and law enforcement could 
never stem the tide of evil. Only salvation 
from above could transform the human heart 
from a heart of stone to a heart of flesh. Evil 
must be extracted from the inside out. 
 
Os Guiness, a prolific Christian writer and 
thinker, who wrote the book “Unspeakable:  

 
Facing Up to Evil in a Day of Genocide and 
Terror” in 2005, in the shadow the dark events 
of September 11th, made the following keen 
observation about our Lord when he wrote: 
“Christianity is the only religion whose 
God bears the scars of evil….” God does 
not sit back idly in the face of evil. He faced 
head on at the cross, and bore our sin, that we 
might become the sons and daughters of God. 
In times like these we must pray, but we also 
must proclaim the gospel to offer those 
around us an invitation to choose the narrow 
path leading to life rather than the superhigh-
way of death sweeping away our society. 
 
One day, Jesus was asked about the death of 
some innocent Galileans at the hand of Pilate 
the Roman Governor. In essence, his inquirers 
wanted to know if they died because of their 
sin. In response Jesus said, “Do you think 
that these Galileans were worse sinners 
than all the other Galileans, because they 
suffered in this way? 3 No, I tell you; but 
unless you repent, you will all likewise per-
ish. 4 Or those eighteen on whom the tower 
in Siloam fell and killed them: do you 
think that they were worse offenders than 
all the others who lived in Jerusalem? 5 No, 
I tell you; but unless you repent, you will 
all likewise perish.” (Luke 13:2-5 ESV) 
 
One of the things that strikes me about the 
response of Jesus: He does not even attempt 
to explain the unexplainable, whether death 
strikes by the hand of evil or by accident. 
Rather, Jesus calls on each and every one of us 
to live ready to face whatever life may bring. 
We are not home. We live in a sinful, broken 
and unpredictable world. All of us arise each 
day ready to face our Maker and to endure the 
uncertainties of life on this broken, sinister 
planet. As men and women of faith, I pray we 
will seek to be the salt and light of the earth in 
a day when our world so desperately needs 
light and hope. 
 



 

 

Financial Statistics 

 

Tithes and Offerings 

Received  Oct 1: $28,614 

Month-to-date Received:  $26, 076 

Building Fund 

Received Oct 1: $975 

Month-to-date Received: $875 

 

Weekly Attendance Report 

Sunday, Oct 1 

Sunday School Attendance:  368 

 Worship Attendance:  : 525 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Announcements: 

 

Ladies Luncheon 

The Women’s Ministry of First Decatur is pleased to 
invite you to a luncheon with Alice Lowrie, mother of 
our Pastor David Lowrie.  She will speak about “Joy 
in our Journey”.  Childcare will be provided with a 
reservation at Kidz Connection Counter or preschool 
desk.  RSVP for the  

Luncheon at the Member Connection Center or con-
tacting the church office. 

 

 

Happy Anniversary: Alyssa Garrett, our receptionist 
for 6 faithful years! 

 

Truck or Treat:   

Sunday, October 29th from 6-8pm.  We need Lots 
and Lots of Candy! Please drop donations at the 
church office. 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns, Weekly Statistics, & Announcements 

Page 2   F IRST  LOOK  

FBC Leadership Team  

Dr. David Lowrie, Pastor:  david@firstdecatur.us 

 

Mike Stallsworth, Executive Pastor:  mike@firstdecatur.us 

 

Gerre Joiner, Senior Adult Pastor : gerjoiner@gmail.com 

 

Candy Burden, Children’s Pastor: candy@firstdecatur.us 

 

Ryan Cunnius, Interim Worship Leader: ryan@firstdecatur.us 

 

Clay Carter Student Pastor: clay@firstdecatur.us 

 

Harold Mosley, Building & Grounds : harold@firstdecatur.us 

 

Bree Kirkelie, Office Manager bree@firstdecatur.us 

 

Miranda Boswell, MDO Director: miranda@firstdecatur.us 

 

Beth Addington, Preschool Director: beth@firstdecatur.us 




